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Megan Weiloch; Jennifer Walker MA, AT, ATC; Erika Smith-Goodwin PhD, AT, ATC Sport Sciences Department, Wilmington College _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ OBJECTIVE The purpose of this study was to compare the reactions Athletic Training Students (ATSs) and Education Students receive about their clinical experiences.
BACKGROUND
Both Athletic Training Students and Education Students are required to have clinical experiences throughout each of their years in college. These clinical experiences often cause students to receive negative feedback from faculty, staff/administration, and peers. Field experiences call on students to be involved, take charge of their education, and learn as much as they can while out in the field. It has been proven that clinical education is a foundational stepping stone for Athletic Training as it allows students to experience what it truly means to be an athletic trainer. 1 One article describes clinical experiences as "experiential learning that gives students the opportunity to apply athletic training knowledge, skills and clinical abilities on patients." 2 (pg 220) The Committee on Accreditation for Athletic Training Education (CAATE) requires clinical experience so that the ATS can be prepared to succeed in any clinical environment. 1 In the clinic, ATSs learn how to conduct themselves in a professional setting, this is done through observational learning from their preceptor. 3 Through clinical experience, students learn and perfect the skills required of a certified athletic trainer (ATC). 4 Clinical experience is essential to ATSs' education due to its ability to let students work one-on-one with athletes. ATSs can immerse themselves fully into the role of an athletic trainer through diverse and demanding clinical settings. Field work has been used in teacher preparation programs since the 1970s and was reformed in 1980. 5 For potential teachers, field work allows them to develop their own teaching styles. 5 Just like in the clinical settings, education students learn how to conduct themselves in the classroom and see first-hand how topics discussed in class relate to the real world. 6 Specifically it gives students the chance to build community, learn how to interact with different types of students, and to enhance their professional knowledge. 5 It has been previously stated that teacher preparation and the medical profession are comparable. 6 Both experiences allow potential professionals to see an authentic view of their future careers. 3, 6 DESIGN and SETTING This study used a survey research design. It was conducted at a Division III college in Ohio. The independent variable was the ATSs and Education Students and their class standing. The dependent variable were the reactions that ATSs and Education Students have received.
PARTICIPANTS
The survey was distributed in a convenience sample to 126 (n=126) students. The return rate was 100% (n=126). Academic major was composed of 60% (n=75) Athletic Training Students and 40% (n=51) Education Students. Year in school was composed of 41% (n=52) Freshmen, 17% (n=21) Sophomores, 21% (n=27) Juniors, 21 (n=26) Seniors.
INTERVENTION
The research was approved by the College Institutional Review Board through exempted review. Content validity was established through the 
